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Documentary about Wupperthal after the devastating fire
»Oasis in Ashes: The day a fire swallowed a town« is the title of a 15-minute documentary
by the South African TV station »News24.com«. It was first aired on February 13th, 2019.
In the film, several inhabitants of Wupperthal and victims of the great fire of December
30/31, 2018 were interviewed. The film shows the first aerial photographs of
Wupperthal after the demolition of the 53 completely destroyed houses, which were taken by means of a drone. The beholder can feel the shock that affected the inhabitants of
the once flourishing mission station at the time of the fire, which affects most of them
still, six weeks after the disaster.

Follow link to watch “Oasis in Ashes: The day a fire swallowed a town:”
https://www.news24.com/Video/SouthAfrica/News/documentary-oasis-in-ashes-theday-a-fire-swallowed-a-town-20190213
First big pharmacy in Mbozi
On February 12, 2019, a pharmacy was opened at the Mbozi Mission Hospital of the Moravian Church in Tanzania. With the support of »Mission 21«, a Swiss Mission organization, an old building was carefully renovated and equipped. It is the first pharmacy in
Mbozi to stock a wide range of essential medicines. Because the Tanzanian state is not in
a position to provide the medicines, the hospital was forced to set up a private pharmacy
and stock up on pharmaceutics on the open market. As a result, doctors now have direct
access to all kinds of medication and are able to provide the patients with considerably
better care.
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Handing over of valuable manuscripts
On February 7, 2019, the Latvian National Library received a special gift. The Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Latvia handed over 82 manuscripts concerning the work of the Moravians in Latvia which dates back to the first half of the 19th century. The handover took
place on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Latvian National Library. The manuscripts uniquely tell about the Moravian presence in the country. Thousands of men and
women, especially in Livonia, were affiliated with the Moravian movement. The manuscripts show the zeal of the of the Latvian people in the 18th and 19th century proclaiming the Good News that God gives redemption through Jesus Christ. Some of these texts
were written by the Latvians themselves, some were translation, which were distributed
in the country by the people.
Study on the situation in the D.R. Congo
The Moravian Church in the D.R. Congo is affected by the permanently simmering crisis
and the recurring violent clashes in the country. The »German Institute for Medical Mission«, dedicates two longer contributions to the country in its magazine »Health in the
One World«. One deals with health issues under the headline "Ebola in Eastern Congo –
more than a medical problem." The other, "A legal vacuum in the heart of Africa" deals
with the great distress, the political confusion and the problem of humanitarian aid. It
points out that the Western community of nations has largely failed in its many interventions in the D.R. Congo.
A Short report on the work of the UWD
In a report on the work of the "Unity Women's Desk" (UWD), Erdmute Frank writes: "As
members of the UWD Advisory Board we met via Skype seven times ... Having the goal of
"Justice for women" there is in the international context still a way to go. All the more
valuable are the positive experiences we had participating in the meeting of the Unity
Mission and Development Board and the meeting of the European Moravian Mission Organizations. ... In 2018, we sponsored sisters and girls in Albania, Honduras, Jamaica,
Kenya, DR Congo, Cuba, Nepal, Nicaragua, Peru, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania and
Uganda ... We are grateful for the conferences organized by sisters for sisters ".
A Word for the begin of the Lenten season
Desiré Peerwijk, chairman of the Surinamese Province of the Moravian Church, encouraged the congregations in a statement, in which he greets them at the begin of the Lenten
season 2019 and wishes them God's blessing. He introduced the overarching theme for
this year's Lenten season, which will be contemplated in the six weeks leading to the Passion Week: "If suffering strikes humans; the function and meaning of the Suffering of
Christ". He stresses that the suffering must be seen in connection with the person of Jesus
Christ and meaning of his Passion. He reflects over a verse from Romans 8, in which the
apostle Paul his personal permanent suffering relates to the future glory awaiting the
Christians.
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Flyer introduces "Refugee Support Program" in Malawi
The “Moravian Mission Society in Germany" (HMH) has published a flyer presenting a
large project under the title "Refugee Support Program in Malawi," with the intention to
inform and to raise funds. The project was developed and largely funded by HMH. It shall
be further expanded in the coming month. The Moravian Church in Malawi, started this
project three years ago supporting refugees in the huge “Dzaleka Refugee Camp” of the
UNHCR, which has a population of nearly 34,000 persons. Meanwhile, a »Child Care Center« was established. It offers feeding, Sunday School and other activities for children, and
educational programs in hygiene, entrepreneurship, general and vocational knowledge
for women. The project is supported by the Malawi Department of Refugees. The construction of a primary school is planned.
Theological education in Nicaragua
Ulrich Epperlein, who formerly worked with the “Moravian Mission Society in Germany"
(HMH) and now lives in retirement in Nicaragua reports over the Theological Education
within the Moravian Church in Nicaragua. The training is now in its third session, which
takes place in the large church at Musawas. The training is progressing well despite the
lack of financial resources. We have coupled a special advanced training course for those
responsible for the congregations to the three-year theological basic course. In the actual
theological training, here called "diplomado", now also a basic course in Greek is included. The Mayangnas, as it turns out, are in fact linguistically gifted. Otherwise, the situation
here in the country remains tense. "
British-German consultations in Leeds
From February 15 -18, 2019, consultations took place in Leeds (Yorkshire/England) between the Moravian Church in Great Britain and the European Continental Province. Almost all members of both Provincial Boards attended. The talks dealt on the expected impact of Brexit, on the declaration against right-wing populism that was published by the
European Continental Province, on planned partnerships between congregations, on mutual visits on the congregational level and a closer cooperation in the future. The current
conflicts in the worldwide Moravian Church were also addressed and joint positions were
worked out. The program of the meeting was supplemented by a trip to the Fulnek Moravian Church and the local Moravian school.
Yussuf Poulsen sponsors project
Yussuf Poulsen, a well-known Danish professional footballer plays currently for the German Bundesliga club »RasenBallsport Leipzig«. He has a Danish mother and a Tanzanian
father. On initiative of “International Coaching Courses” (ITK) of the University in Leipzig
he has agreed to take over the patronage for a football coaching project in Tanzania. The
ITK also realizes the project. For seven days Tanzanian football coaches can take part in a
coaching course led by experts from the “Saxony Football Association” / Germany. According to the managing director of the ITK, Daniel Eckert-Lindhammer, training sessions
are also planned for children of the region around Dar es Salaam in February 2019. The
local organizer in Tanzania is Tuntufye Mwambusi, also a graduate of the “International
Coaching Courses” (ITK).
Office of the Unity Board Administrator
Lindegade 26, DK-6070 Christiansfeld, Denmark.
Tel. +45 40361420. boytler@ebu.de

4

European Youth Festival planned
Moravian youth workers are in the process to plan a major European festival in 2020/21.
It is intended to connect young people from the Moravian Church across national borders.
Together the youth is going to celebrate faith in fellowship with each other. Workshops
shall be offered and cultural events shall be attended. In the run-up to the festival, young
people are being sought, who are interested in planning and preparing the festival. Persons interested may contact Deborah de Graav, (degraav@ebg.nl), Farida de Randamie
(f.derandamie@ebg.nl) or Ivonne Stam (stam@ebu.de) for further information.
Credo for Women
Th Unity Womens’ Desk has published a “Woman’s Creed,” written by Rev. Alay González
and Rev. Obed Martínez. Please follow the link below to watch a video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=co-mbBxeaUY&feature=youtu.be

Other sources of information on the Worldwide Moravian Church, Unitas Fratrum:
www.unitasfratrum.org
http://unitywomensdesk.org/
Data collection: Br. Andreas Tasche, ECP
Translation: Dorthea Rohde, Suriname
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