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Worldwide Unitas Fratrum – unity in diversity
The worldwide Moravian Church being spread out in 5 continents and thus the
diversity of the Unitas Fratrum can be represented in various ways: in the form of a
world map, as statistics with many columns or with diagrams or graphics. “Unity in
diversity” is a valued feature of the Unitas Fratrum. However, it is not a naturally
given, but it must be gained in prayer and discourses again and again. It has been
tried to portray this feature (Unity in Diversity) with a simple poster, (see below and
attachment). It shows – without comment – a selection of 80 versions of the
emblem of the Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) used by provinces and institutions within
the Moravian Church. Every “Lamb with the flag of victory” looks different, while the
message is always the same.
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UN “World Happiness Report 2019” published
The United Nations published the new "World Happiness Report" on the World Day
of Happiness, March 20, 2019. The report was compiled by the American analytics
and advisory company »Gallup«. 156 countries in several categories were
compared over a period of three years.The United States are ranked 19th in the new
list, Germany is ranked 17th, the Netherlands 5th , Denmark 2nd, South Africa 106th,
and Tanzania 153rd and thus the fourth last place. Citizens were asked how happy
they feel. In addition, factors such as gross domestic product per capita, life
expectancy and corruption in government and business were taken into account.
Compared to the previous study, the current World Happiness report shows that
global happiness has fallen overall. http://worldhappiness.report/ed/2018/
Teenagers from Star Mountain in Abu Dhabi
From March 14 to 22, 2019, the "Special Olympics World Summer Games" took
place in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates. Athletes competed in
24 different individual and team sports. The event, which is held since 1968, took
place for the first time in the Middle East. As in previous games, once again youth
from the “Star Mountain Rehabilitation Center” near Ramallah qualified for the
Games within the »Team Palestine«: Halima Ladadwa and Nehad Shehada (both
100 meter run and long jump). The Games brought together more than 7,500
mentally disabled athletes from more than 190 countries, as well as some 4,000
caregivers and an equal number of family members.
Cyclone »Idai« destroys churches in the Rukwa Province
The tropical cyclone »Idai«, which raged in Mozambique and Zimbabwe from
March, 14 to 16, 2019 and probably killed more than 1,000 people there, also
caused damages in the Malawi and Rukwa Provinz in southern Tanzania. Br. Rupia
Erord Simae, chairman of the Rukwa Province reported in an e-mail dated March
16, 2019, the loss of two churches (Misunkumiro and Indo Moravian Church) as
well as damage to the brick wall enclosing the compound of the “African-Rainbow
Secondary School” in Sumbawanga. He also reports that many people, including
members of the Moravian Church, have lost their homes, in whole or in part. The
infrastructure too has been damaged by storm and rainfall. An overall damage
balance is being worked on.
Ockbrook school trip to India
Abigail Evans, a student at Ockbrook School, Derbyshire in England reports in the
“Moravian Messenger” of the British Province (March 2019) about a two-week
student trip to the Moravians in northern India. The eleven youths took part in the
daily morning devotions at the “Moravian Institute” in Rajpur (a boarding school
near Dehradun) before turning to their main task, transforming a dormitory into a
library, and setting up the newly renovated boys dormitory. In addition, they tutored
in English and mathematics and participated in sports games. At the weekend, they
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attended the worship service in the Moravian Church of Rajpur, where sung familiar
hymns in the Hindi version.
Ministers in the Eastern West Indies Province
In the Eastern West Indies Province with about 16,000 members in 52
congregations, there is currently only one theological student: Judith WinspearePhilip from Antigua, who is enrolled in the “United Theological College of West
Indies” in Jamaica. Neilson Waithe from Barbados is herwarden/tutor. Br. Cortroy
Jarvis, the Chairman of the Province, wrote in a newsletter: “We encourage anyone
who has heard the Call of God on their life to speak to your Pastor about that Call.
The PEC welcomes you and looks forward to hearing from you through the
application process after you would have spoken to your Pastor”.
Vice-President honors the anniversary of the Moravian Church
On March 14, 2019, the Moravain Church in Nicaragua celebrated the 170th
anniversary of its establishment. This day, which commemorates the arrival of the
first Moravian missionaries on the Costa Atlantica in 1849, was an important
memorial day for many congregations. The main celebrations took place in
Bluefields, where the center of the Moravian Mission was located in the early years.
An annual highlight of the celebrations is the procession to the tombs of the first
missionaries. This year, Rosario Murillo Zambrana Vice-President of Nicaragua
used the occasion to draw attention to the merits of the Moravian Church in past
170 years. Rosario Murillo Zambrana has been the wife of President Daniel Ortega
since 2005. The Nicaraguan media appreciated her remarks.
Danish Mission Youth elects new Board
The "Brødremenighedens Danske Mission" (Moravian Mission in Denmark), has,
different to other Moravian mission societies an association for former young
volunteers and other young people, who want to stay connected with the
organization called "Brødremenighedens Danske Missions Unge « (The Danish
Moravian Mission Youth). Elections were held for the executive board in the end of
February 2019. Kristina Laursen was elected the new chairman, Anne Møller new
vice-chair, Tobias Laulund became the new treasurer and Kristina Østergaard
amended the new board. In collaboration with the youth secretary of the Danish
Mission Board, the association promotes the volunteer program for the “Moravian
Mission in Denmark”.
International Youth Service in Berlin-Neukölln
From March 29 to April 1, 2019, the »Youth leader Conference 2019« of the
European-Continental and British Provinces of the Moravian Church will take place
at the Moravian Church in Berlin-Neukölln. The participants are all engaged in the
Moravian youth work. They come from Albania, Germany, Great Britain, the
Netherlands and the Czech Republic. The main subject is the project "Storytelling a children's book project of the Moravian Church". The book, which has been
planned since last year, is intended to depict the history of the Moravians in the
various countries. The conference will climax with an international youth worship
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service on Sunday, March 31, 2019 in the Moravian congregation in BerlinNeukölln.
Help for emergency relief for Malawi needed
Two weeks after Hurricane Idai hit southern Africa in mid-March 2019, the
magnitude of this natural disaster becomes obvious. Not only the people of
Mozambique, but also those in Malawi are affected. Br. Jonah Sinyangwe, project
manager for the Unity Province of Malawi, sent a call for assistance to the
worldwide Unity. The funds are needed mainly in the following four areas: food aid,
health, temporary shelters, cleaning and tidying up. Donations to replenish the
disaster fund are highly appreciated. They can be forwarded to the Unity Account:
IBAN: DK-343000 4452289385
BIC/SWIFT: DABADKKK
Three UWD scholarships awarded in Jamaica
The Unity Women's Desk, based in Winston-Salem, NC, reports on March 28, 2019
the handing over of three scholarships to young sisters in the Jamaican Unity
Province. Jeanelle Harvey and Kaylia Green received a scholarship to attend
secondary school and Abigail McKensie received a scholarship to enter a nursing
school. The certificates were handed over in the presence of several parents and
members of the Provincial Board by Sis. Sallie Greenfield from Winston-Salem NC,
who had previously travelled through the Jamaica Province and visited some of the
64 congregations. Impressed by her experiences during the visit she said: “They
need to send missionaries to us! They are just full of the Spirit and devoted to their
churches.”

Family sports and Fun Day in Jamaica
In the Unity Province in Jamaica, which not only includes congregations on the
main island, but also on the Cayman Islands, 350 kilometers away, a special event
has been organized. On Saturday, April 6, 2019, the youth invites you to a "Familiy
Sports and Fun Day" from 8.30 a.m. Venue is the Brooks Park in Mandeville
(Manchester). The organization of this event is in the hands of the youth workers of
the Eastern District of the Province. They call the Moravian members: Come out
and have some fun – take the whole family!Jamaica is considered a particularly
sports-loving nation. The Moravian Mission work here began already in 1754.
Today there are 64 congregations.
Mother's Day celebration on Star Mountain
On March 23, 2019, Star Mountain Rehabilitation Center of the world-wide
Moravian Church has celebrated the mothers of the children and youth, who are
coming in the integrative Kindergarten, the school for children with specil needs and
in the the vocational training program. About two dozen mothers had followed the
invitation to the Mother's Day celebration. The children presented their mothers with
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self-made gifts, a student group performed Dabkeh (traditional dance), a speech on
the occasion was given, there was song and food and laughter. In most Arab
countries, Mother's Day is linked to the beginning of spring. In England, it is
celebrated three weeks before Easter and in the rest of the world on the second
Sunday in May.
»Christian David School« engaged ecologically
1,191 children and youth in 187 teams from 131 schools across Latvia registered
for the contest "Clean Latvia - I'm Joining!". One of them is the team from the
Christian David School at Barkava. They plan to make a video about reducing
plastic packaging and recycling. In the first two weeks of April 2019, regional
exhibitions will take place, bringing together children from all over Latvia to present
their visions and to identify alternatives to the use of plastic packaging. During the
filming of an introductory short video clip at the school, all team members wore a Tshirt with the imprint "Latvia - green, of course!"
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