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Claudia Zeising tells of Courageous Women in Malawi
In her second circular letter Sis. Claudia Zeising recounts the first three weeks of her new task
for the Malawian Moravian Church. Above all, she - is to take care of the development of a
women's and HIV/AIDS ministry. After she had initially worked on the the spur-of-themoment relocation of the headquarters office from Karonga on the Tanzanian border to the
somewhat more central Mzuzu, she met with the coordinators of the women's work, the
pastor Juliana Miamba (40) and Queen Mhango (53), affectionately called only Queenie. At a
moving meeting of the women's group of the MOravians in Mzuzu, several women outed
themselves positive for HIV, a quantum leap in the fight against the virus.
Training for Parents on Curaçao
The Moravian Church on Curaçao was involved in a training course for parents engaged in
school parent committees. The training took place in Willemstad following a suggestion of the
government and Curaçao’s umbrella organisation for parent committees ("ReMaUní") during
several evenings for initially seven parents and will soon be repeated. The aim of the training
programme is "to professionalise the work of the school parent committees and also to enable
parents to better observe and support children". The parents received a certificate from the
Minister of Education, Irene Dick. Since 1962, the Moravian Church on Curaçao has been
running the "Emmy Berthold School" in Suffisant, a district of Willemstad, The school is
named after a German missionary.
Ordination of a Sister to Deacon on Sint Maarten
On 18 August 2019, Sis. Astrigt Schalkwijk-Hermelijn was ordained to a Deacon of the
Moravian Church during a festive service in the Immanuel Church on Sint Maarten. Bischops
Br. John Kent and Br. Kingsley Lewis performed the ordination at the decision of the
Provincial Board in Paramaribo. Sis. Astrigt Schalkwijk-Hermelijn is the first woman of
Surinamese descent ordained a Moravian pastor on Sint Maarten. Br. John Kent wrote in his
weekly internet message: "Remember to think regularly of Sister Astrigt SchalkwijkHermelijn in your prayers". Sint Maarten belongs to the so-called CAS district: (CuraçaoAruba-Sint Maarten).
Rebuilding of the Church Campus in Wuppertha, South Africa has Started
The North American »Board of World Mission« reports on its internet site about assisting the
Moravian Church in South Africa in the restoration of the Moravian settlement Wupperthal
that was destroyed by a big fire in December 2018. The school hostel (which houses children
from the surrounding countryside) was put in operation again. Temporary housing has been
put up to give residents a place to call home while more permanent structures are built. The
water and electricity infrastructure was rebuilt by the Moravian Church in South Africa. The
“Board of World Mission“ sent $7,500 to aid in the reconstruction. Funding is still being
sought for the construction of new permanent homes. While the church building itself was not
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destroyed by the fire, much of the church campus was and restoration on these historic
buildings was begun and is set to cost around $4 million dollars.
Youth had Fellowship at Lake Pangong, North India
Br. Dimchui Rongmei is still studying theology, but together with Ebenezer Gangmei he is
already pastor of the Moravian Church Leh in Ladakh (North India). On July 23, 2019, he and a
few young people from his congregation as well as some sisters and brothers from Chiktan,
where there is a Mpravian school, set out for a trip to Lake Pangong, 220 km away. Here the
group was amazed at the glory of God's creation. Br. Dimchui Rongmei reports: "Yes, God is an
artist and designer. Our heart was full of his praise. We ate together and took a swim. Then we
had a time of silence and spiritual exchange, praise and worship. A Bible study was held by Br.
Vijay Singh from Chiktan.
Big Youth Conference in Sumbawanga / Tanzania
From August 1-4, 2019 a large conference of the Moravian youth took place in the Chaki
Church in Sumbawanga in the Tanzanian Rukwa Province. More than 300 young people had
accepted the invitation of Br. Dickson Kamwanga, the youth pastor of the province. The theme
of the conference was "You young people are strong", according to 1 Joh. 2:14b. Bishop
Conrad Nguvumali gave a Bible study on this topic. The different youth groups presented
songs, poems, dialogue scenes and sketches to each other. Prominent speakers gave lectures
for example on "Youth and Revival" (Emmanuel Adam Sikazwe) and on "Foundations of Youth
Work" (Emmanuel Lesson Simpanzye).
Prayer Hall in Riņģi, Latvia 140 Years Old
On Saturday, August 17, 2019, the Moravian Church in Latvia and guests from other churches
connected with it celebrated the 140th anniversary of the wooden prayer hall in Riņģi. This
hall is situated in a beautiful green environment west of the town of Smiltene. Since the great
Latvian revival in 1739 Moravian meetings were held on the site where an ordinary house on
the same site. In 1879 then the simple and beautiful hall, which is now a listed building, was
built. The festive programme included a concert, service of thanksgiving, time for words of
greeting and various social gatherings, including joint meals and drinks. The hall is one of the
few preserved Herrnhut prayer halls in Latvia.
Sis. Colleen Elizabeth Cunningham on the LWF Planning Committee
At the recent Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Council meeting in Geneva, Sis. Colleen
Elizabeth Cunningham, a member of the Moravian Church in South Africa, was elected to the
eight-member planning committee for the next LWF Assembly. This meeting will be held in
Krakow, Poland, from June 21-27, 2023. The members of the Planning Committee are
ordained and non-ordained men, women and youth from the seven LWF regions. Sis.
Cunningham is the only African on the committee. She was significantly involved in the
preparation and implementation of the "First All-African Sister Conference of the Moravian
Church" in the "Tabata Moravian Church" in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) in summer 2018.
Meeting of European Moravian Mission Agencies in Basel, Switzerland
From September 2-4, 2019, members of the mission organizations of the Moravian Church
from Denmark, Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, the USA, as
well as guests from the "Moravian Church Foundation" and from the "Unity Women's Desk"
met as European Mission Council in Basel, where they planned their cooperation and
exchanged views on current topics in the worldwide Moravian Church. The programme
included: Reports of the organizations, theological training, role of the mission organizations
in cases of conflicts in some Moravian provinces, common standards in project work. There
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was also the opportunity to visit the "House of Religions" in Bern, where the Moravian church
plays an important part of.
Simona Kühni Tells about Her Teaching Experiences in Mbeya, Tanzania
A short report by Simona Kühni, who works as an English teacher at the "Moravian Vocational
Training Center" in Mbeya on behalf of "Mission 21", the Swiss Moravian mission agency,
indicates the differences in teaching between vocational schools in Europe and the Vocational
Training Center in Tanzania. This centre among other things trains tourism professionals for
whom a good knowledge of English is particularly important. "Frontal teaching is the norm in
Tanzania in classes of up to 100 pupils. Simona Kühni writes: The students feel quickly
challenged working with more open tasks. And yet they appreciate creative forms of teaching
very much."
Christian David School in Latvia to Plant Trees.
21st of September was declared the "International Action Day against Tree Monocultures"
already in 2006. The "World Rainforest Movement" sounded the alarm at the time because
industrial oil palm plantations had tripled worldwide since 1990. In the meantime, the
proportion of plantations with monocultures has increased even further. Not least because of
the burning Amazon rainforests, the "Christian David School" near Barkava in Latvia will
participate in the national school campaign "We are the future! We are participating! Planting
trees in Latvia and around the world". Egils Levits, the Latvian President, called for the action:
"Latvia should contribute to restoring the balance of the world ecosystem".
Provincial Convention of the Moravian Church in Jamaica
On Sunday, August 25, 2019, a "Provincial Convention" took place under the theme "The
Church's Mission: Achieving Holistic Development". It took place at the Kendal Camp and
Conference Center in Manchester. The large hall was filled to capacity with a many
contributions in word and song and music. The pastors as well as all other participants were
called forward for blessings at the altar. Among those who proclaimed the Gospel was Sis.
Phyllis Smith Seymour, Chairperson of the Jamaica Province. The children had a parallel event.
Photos and several videos of this happy event are made available online. For example:
https://www.facebook.com/moravianprovinceja.jamaica/videos/1535018306634927/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1533885646748193&set=a.153387239008285
2&type=3&theater
Conflict within the Church: Group Raids Moravian Headquarters in Bilwi, Nicaragua
The Nicaraguan online newspaper "Sistema de Noticias del Caribe" reported on September 3,
2019, on the violent intrusion of a group of people into the offices of the Moravian
headquarters in Bilwi, injuring two people which caused the relocation of these offices. The
group intruding claim to represent a number of pastors and members of the Moravian Church,
who, in January 2016, have dismissed duly elected the Provincial Board and chosen other
leaders. At a press conference, Br. Joseph Rivera, chairman of the legitimate Provincial Board,
explained the dramatic events of the past months and days, assisted by Nubia Hammer, the
church's lawyer.
Position Paper of the Indigenous Mayangnas in Nicaragua
The Mayangnas in eastern Nicaragua, have written a highly impressive position paper, to
which the Moravian Church in Nicaragua lend its support and assistance. They want this
paper to be understood as documentation and contribution to discussion. The title is "The
indigenous people's right to their land". In the paper they stress that the current treatment of
them and their ancestral communal land violates not only their political rights but also their
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human rights. Demands are made: 1.) The culture and spirituality of indigenous peoples are
respected. 2.) Traditional land ownership is respected and guaranteed. 3.) The actions of the
government protect the indigenous peoples. 4.) The indigenous peoples are granted selfadministration.
Colonialism and Mission
A substantial portion of the September 2019 edition of the German journal "Politik & Kultur"
deals with the topic "Colonialism and Mission", which is currently the subject of much and
ambivalent discussion. The 19 contributions under this heading provide a good overview of
the current status and the manner of the discussion. In one article, Wolfgang Reinhard, author
of the standard work "Die Unterwerfung der Welt" ("The subjugation of the world"),
introduces the historical context of colonialism and mission. Johann Hinrich Claussen,
commissionor for culture at the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) takes a different look at
mission history and shows mission societies as early NGOs. Michael Biehl gives an insight into
both the past and the postcolonial work of the “The Association of Protestant Churches and
Missions in Germany” (EMW)
Tanzanian Br.Tuntufye A. Mwenisongole publish Book on Pastoral Counseling
Br. Tuntufye Anangisye Mwenisongole, Lecturer at the Theological Faculty of Moravian
"Teofilo Kisanji University" in Mbeya, Tanzania, is co-author of a recent book in English
entitled "Pastoral Counseling for Orphans and Vulnerable Children" (278 pages, ISBN: 9781532648649). The study precisely examines the current situation of orphaned and otherwise
disadvantaged children in Tanzania and then presents the challenges to the churches in the
face of the situation and conditions of life of such children. The study advocates a narrative
approach to trying to gain access to such children and provides concrete examples of how
pastors, therapists and caregivers can help such children.
News in Brief
Br. Wilson Nkumba and Br. George Luvula from Tanzania will return with their families from
Surinam to Tanzania. They worked the past four years as lecturers at the Theological
Seminary of the Moravian Church in. Such a South-South Star Mountain, Palestine Half-Year
Report 2019 Published
Ranya Karam, Director of the Moravian Rehabilitation Centre on Star Mountain begins her
first half-year report 2019 with a section entitled: “Star Mountain works with local
government and other civil society organizations to include People with Intellectual Disability
in their agendas and programs”. Other sections deal with the training of staff, a new "Move"
programme for the physical mobilisation of children and young people with disabilities, with
the complicated procedures for applying for funding, and various highlights in the life of the
institution.
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