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Christmas Card of the European Continental Province Depicts Work from the World-Wide Moravian
Church
With a special Christmas card, the "Philanthropy" section, a branch of the fundraising department of
European Continental Province and Moravian Mission Society in Germany (Herrnhuter Missionshilfe),
greeted its friends for Christmas 2019 and the turn of the year 2019/2020. This was also to express a
heartfelt thank you for a large number of donations. The pictures on the Christmas card remind us of a
few selected projects that were supported in 2019: the "Star Mountain Rehabilitation Centre near
Ramallah in Palestine; the Wupperthal mission settlement in South Africa, almost half of which was
destroyed by a major fire; the "Lutengano Secondary School" of the Southern Tanzanian Province; one
of many women from Tanzania who received support in the "Women Empowerment" program.
Christmas Message from the Caribbean
Bro. Kingsley O'R Lewis and Bro. Conrad Spencer, the two bishops from the Eastern West Indies
Province, greeted the members with a "Christmas Message 2019". In it they give three reasons for joy,
referring to the message of Isaiah: "1. Deliverance from the oppressor has come. The yoke, the staff
and the rod of suffering have been broken (Isa. 9:4). 2. The destruction of the enemy’s gear of battle is
imminent – the emblems of warfare will not scare us.
“For every warrior’s sandals from the noisy battle, and garments
rolled in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire” (Isa. 9:5).
3. The birthday of the true Prince of Peace has come. “ (Isa. 9:67a)." A poem by Charles Edward Mudie (1818-1890), which they
quote, speaks of true life, bright light and rich blessings. The
Christmas message is published in the newsletter of the Province
of West Indies East for December 2019.
One Year after the Great Fire: TV team Visited Wupperthal, South Africa
Almost one year after the fire disaster that happened in the night of December 30th to 31st 2018 in the
traditional Moravian mission settlement of Wupperthal in the South African Cederberg Mountains, a
team of the TV station "South African Broadcasting Corporation" was on site to show a larger audience
how the church looks eleven months after the big fire and how the inhabitants are doing. The short
report recalls recalls the loss of life that had to be mourned and shows the temporary shelters on the
rugby field and a large construction site. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcedRPXR3s&feature=youtu.be It interviews Barend Salomo, a member of the local aid committee, and
three affected residents. The video explains the problems involved in rebuilding the site in accordance
with the preservation order and dares to say: "Wupperthal will rise from the ashes. It will be more
beautiful than it was before the fire disaster”.
New Pharmacy in Mbozi, Tanzania Proves Itself
The commissioning of a modern pharmacy in the
"Mbozi Mission Hospital", which took place in the
summer of 2019. An old building was carefully
and barrier-free renovated and properly
equipped. The pharmacy offers a wide range of
medicines. These are procured on the open
market.
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This guarantees that all important medicines are available and patients have not to be rejected – as in
the past.Actually, the Tanzanian state is responsible for the pharmaceutical supply in the hospitals.
However, as this has not been working reliably for a long time, the hospital was forced to set up its
own pharmacy.
Seminar for Widows on New Year's Eve in Mbeya, Tanzania
In the Tanzanian South Western Province, the year 2019 ended with a seminar for widows organized
by the Province's Women's Department in its headquarters in Mbeya. Sis. Mary Kategile, chairwoman
of the Women's Department, reports on Facebook: "The seminar focused on the important themes of
'Female Entrepreneurship' and 'The Importance of Women in the Ministry of the Church'.
We thank God that we were able to conduct the seminar with
success". Not least because of the effects of HIV/AIDS, many
Moravian groups in Tanzania are led by of widows, some of
them still quite young or even older. The widows also make a
very significant contribution to the stability of the church and
society in Tanzania. The life expectancy of girls born in Tanzania
today is 63.6 years, of boys 60.8 years.

Indispensable: the "Kilangala Health Center", Tanzania
The "Kilangala Health Center" is a small hospital deep in the southwest within the Rukwa Province of
Tanzania. It is run by the two Dutch entities, the private "Stichting Trijntje Beimers" and the Dutch
Moravian Missionagency "Zeister Zendigsgenootschap". Even though there is only one doctor and a
few nurses and since recently also an ambulance who provide basic medical care for the people there,
the hospital plays an important role in health prevention, the fight against HIV/AIDS, pregnancy and
everyday health problems such as fractures and burns. A vaccination programme is carried out in
cooperation with the government. For patients who cannot be treated as outpatients, there are a few
beds available. From June to September 2019, 1,679 patients were treated, including 439 children, and
there were 210 births.
Curaçao Crisis Intensifies
Unnoticed by the world public, the economic and social crisis on Curaçao is becoming increasingly
acute. This is reported by Sis. Saskia Delvendahl-Bloom, who has been working for 18 months as
pastor in the on Curaçao, Aruba and St. Marten, islands which form a district of the Surinamese
Province. The crisis is a consequence of the political breakdown in Venezuela. There is almost no
economic cooperation anymore. The preliminary climax of this crisis was the insolvency of the
national "Girobank" on December 19, 2019, where tens of thousands of inhabitants had deposited
their savings. The Moravian Church on Curaçao lost 40,000 NAf (about 21,300 euros / 23,500 US $). It
is not yet clear what sums were lost by subordinate institutions as well as the church company
"Mikasita". Because of the economic crisis, hostility towards foreigners is escalating on the island,
especially against refugees from Venezuela.
A Worrysome Christmas in the Mayangna region in Nicaragua
The "Bulletin V" from the Moravian Theological Seminary in Musawas, dated December 7, 2019,
provides information about study matters and the political situation, especially in the indigenous
Mayangnas' area. In this context it is mentioned that since October 24, 2019 the government of
Nicaragua has been in the process of evicting settler communities from illegally occupied indigenous
territories. On November 2, 2019, police pressure forced 70 families from the Western part of the
country to leave their camps in Suniwas and Saubi. A similar action in Biltingni on November 9, 2019
resulted in violence, in which three Mayangnas were injured, Carinio Charles Taylor (30), Felix Lopez
Bruno (28) and Centeno Jacobo Lopez (45), one of them seriously.
Unity Women´s Desk: Bags from Tanzania and Christmas Eggs
A visitor magnet and thus a great success was the "Open House Day" on November 12, 2019 at the
office of the "Unity Women´s Desk" in Winston-Salem/NC, Cedarhyrst, 459 South Church Street.
Thanks to the participation of many dedicated sisters, curious first-time visitors as well as regulars
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could not only be treated to small delicacies, but also a colourful Advent bazaar was set up for them.
For sale were homemade Christmas decorations (including even Christmas painted eggs!), greeting
cards with motifs by the painter Gail Morris, voluminous, robust shopping bags from Tanzania and a
biography of Erdmuth Dorothea von Zinzendorf, translated into English. At the end of the day, the
bazaar tables were practically emptied. A sale of the remains took place during the following days. As a
welcome side effect, the work of the globally active "Unity Women´s Desk" became even better known.
Awards for Two Prominent Moravian from the Eastern West Indies Province
The ecumenically sponsored "University of the West Indies", based in Kingston, Jamaica, honoured two
prominent Moravians on October 12, 2019. Sir S. W. Tapley Seaton, a member of the Zion Moravian
Church in St. Kitts, received an honorary doctorate of rights in recognition of his legal services. Since
2015 he has held the office of Governor General of St. Kitts and Nevis, previously he was Attorney
General and President of the Bar Association. Sir Rodney Williams has been awarded the Pelican
Order, the highest decoration the university can bestow. He, a member of the "Cana Moravian Church"
in Sweetes and Governor General of Antigua and Barbuda, received the Order in recognition of his
services as a medical doctor, parliamentarian and member of the university's leadership
The Year End at the "Moravian Institute" in Rajpur, North India
"Moravian Star" is the name of the annual greeting
letter of the "Moravian Institute", a popular Moravian
boarding school in Rajpur near Dehradun (North India)
for children from many nations. The greeting letter
reminds in words and pictures of important school
events and special extracurricular activities. In 2019
again 100 percent of the students passed the CISCE
("Council for the Indian School Certificate
Examinations"). As far as extracurricular activities are
concerned, the "anti-drug clinic" is mentioned,
following a similar government campaign. The high
quality cultural program, which the students worked
out on their own and performed on "Staff Day", is also
recalled.
Annual conference of the Comeniana Association, Czech Unity Province
An annual conference of the Comeniana Association will be held from February 14th to 15th. The
Association was founded by the Czech Province to connect dozens of its social and educational
activities like family centres, community centres, social organizations and also its schools. The
president of the Association is Sister Rev. Jolana Krasna.
The conference is a special time of year when all the ministers, volunteers and teachers meet together.
Pastors and bishops also take part in the meeting. Lectures and workshops led by sisters and brothers
always cover current issues concerning family, social and pedagogical policy in the country. The
participants can support and encourage one another, share their experience and stories about what
Jesus has done through the ministry and last but not least they can spend genuine time in prayers.
News in Brief
On December 15, 2019, an ecumenical and interfaith workshop was held at the "Teofilo Kisanji
University" of the Moravian Church in Mbeya, Tanzania, where about 40 religious leaders received
much learning about the fight against gender-based violence.
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