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Ref: Message to the Unity from the Unity Board
The bi-annual Unity Board meeting was held near Calgary 1-8 October 2010.
Members of the Unity Board were graciously welcomed by the warm hospitality of the Canadian District of the
America North Province of our worldwide unity. We bring you greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, whose presence we experienced powerfully throughout our deliberations.
In the midst of Bible study, prayer, and the grandeur of the Rocky Mountains, we prayed for the people of the
worldwide church, and sought to be led by the Holy Spirit into God’s future for our church. The theme of the
meeting was: In All Things Love: Mission as our Common Heritage. The deliberations gave witness that we are
a church of mission, and when all things are conducted in love, our common heritage will continue to inspire to
bring forward the work of the Chief Elder.
After holy conversation and heartfelt testimony from two brothers of the Czech Province, the Unity Board
officially removed all sanctions imposed on the Czech Province and welcomed our brothers and sisters back
into full relationship with the Board as a Unity Province. Our brothers acknowledged, with contrition, their part
in the discord that has separated the province from the Unity Undertaking in the Czech Republic. Amidst tears
of celebration, we received promises of communication between the two groups, and recognition of the rightful
place within the unity of both expressions of the Moravian Church in the Czech Republic.
We also heard witness of the painful and ongoing division within the Honduran Province and the Unity
Undertaking in that country. Leaders of both the Honduran and Nicaraguan provinces were present to share
their perspectives about the need for open communication and the hope for ministry activities that would
promote mutual participation. We clarified that the American Board of World Mission was particularly
responsible for the Unity Undertaking, now known as A Ministry of the Moravian Church in Honduras.
However, it was also noted that the Board of World Mission would encourage ministries in both the Honduran
Province and the Ministry.
After careful deliberation and with a deep sense of respect for widely differing opinions on the issue, a
resolution was passed clarifying the action of Unity Synod in 2002 and 2009 regarding homosexuality. The
moratorium on legislation imposed in 2002 was lifted. The board will ask the Standing Committee on Theology
to map the differing views on the issue, their theological and cultural background as well as the legal
considerations within the provinces and to provide resources for provinces to hold conversations on pastoral
care to homosexuals. This Committee will be directed to offer a report to the Unity Board meeting in 2012.

These resources will be offered to provinces to do with them as they see fit. To allow provinces an opportunity
to absorb this information, the Unity Board is asking all provinces to refrain from making any legislation on the
issue until after the Unity Board meeting in 2014.
It is with joy that we report that the following areas were officially recognized as Mission Areas: Sierra Leone,
Zanzibar, South Asia (formerly North India), and Ruvuma and Njombe (in Tanzania). The following Mission
Provinces requested to be identified as full Unity Provinces: Eastern Tanzania, Lake Tanganyika, Malawi,
Northern Tanzania, and Zambia. Delegations from the Unity Board will visit these mission provinces and bring
a report and recommendation back to the Unity Executive Committee meeting in 2011, whereupon decisions
will be made. The Province of D. R. Congo was officially recognized as a Unity Province.
A number of other important issues, including the finances of the Unity, reports from all Unity Provinces,
Mission Provinces and Mission Areas were on the agenda. Follow up on the resolutions of the Unity Synod
2009 was also discussed.
Brother Paul Gardner (Jamaica, Caribbean Region) was elected to his second two-year term as President of the
Unity Board and Brother Frieder Vollprecht (European Continental Province, European Region) was elected to
his second term as Vice-President of the Board. Sister Elisabeth Miller (American Northern Province, North
American Region) was elected as member of the Executive Committee. The election of the member of the
Executive Committee representing the African Region will take place shortly.
Further, the following members were elected for the Standing Committee on Theology: Caribbean Region:
Rev. Dr. Conrad Spencer, EWI and Rev. Gary Gardiner, Jamaica, North American Region: Rev. Dr. Amy
Gohdes-Luhman, America North and Rev. Dr. Worth Green, America South, from the African Region: Rev.
Elize Thienssen, South Africa; one member from Tanzania is still to be elected. The European Region will be
represented through Rev. Benigna Carstens, ECP and Rev. Philip Cooper, British Province.
For the Unity Mission and Development Board, the list of members is still in-complete, but it will be
announced shortly.
We are thankful to God as the Lord’s Spirit continues to empower Moravians throughout the world to reach out
to their neighbours with the Good News of Jesus Christ. We pray that you will join with us as we seek to be
faithful servants of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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